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I did see her again fifteen years after.
I should certainly have died of grief and inanition, f/or I
could not touch food, had not Henri ette's tutor, De la
Haye, forced his way into my room. He was alarmed at rny
appearance, and with reason, and he succeeded in persuad-
ing me to take some broth. He spent the remainder of the
evening with me, talking about the life to come, the vanity
of this world, and the wickedness of shortening the life
which God has allotted us. I listened without replying, but
I listened, and he was content with this small advantage.
From that moment he gained the most extraordinary
ascendency over me; he never left me except for one hour1
in the morning, when he went to his devotions, and so
strong was his influence that in a few weeks he had trans-
formed me into almost as fervent a bigot as himself! I
firmly believe that trouble and sickness had weakened my
mind, and that I was incapable of reasoning. Be this as it
may, in a few weeks I renounced all my former opinions,
and firmly resolved to lead a totally different life.
He often spoke to me of a certain Baron Bavois of
Lausanne, who was one of his converts, and to whom he
was deeply attached.
This beloved proselyte, who was only twenty-five years
old, had been abandoned by his family because of his change
of religion: they were strict Calvinists. He had but seven
sequins a month to live on, and without De la Haye's
assistance would have been obliged to return to Lausanne.
I was so touched by the virtue of this young martyr, who
had given up everything to save his soul, that I wrote the
most pathetic letters about my Tartuf e and his pupil to my
three good friends in Venice. I succeeded in communicating
my enthusiasm to them, and M. de Bragadin bade me to
return to Venice with De la Haye, who could live in his
palace, saying at the same time that he would also undertake
to find suitable employment for Bavois. This letter brought
joy to the heart of De la Haye, and he then and there
decided that he should go to Modena to meet his neophyte,.